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who had completed the work, practically begun by Olaf Tryggvesson of Christianizing his subjects. England enjoyed a period of just and vigorous government; but Canute introduced the system which threatened to develop in England a state of things corresponding to the feudal monarchies of the Continent. Under the old system the country had been divided into shires, each with an ealdorman at the head of the local administration. Since the old kingdoms had disappeared, it could not be said that there were any nobles who could make head against the central government. Canute divided the country into four great earldoms or provinces; and but for the great catastrophe in the course of English history, the Norman Conquest, the great earls would assuredly have developed into semi-independent feudatories. The system, however, so long as it meant that the earls were not magnates with a hereditary title, but in effect lieutenants appointed to act for the Crown under a very strong king, was admirably adapted for the restoration of order and firm government. There was one event of importance which should be mentioned: the King of Scots, Malcolm II., compelled the Northumbrian earl to cede to him the Lothians, the eastern half of the Lowlands from Forth to Tweed. Virtually this cession of the Lothians settled what territory was to be thereafter regarded as an integral part of the Scottish kingdom.
After Canute's death and that of his two sons, Harald Harefoot and Harthacnut, England and Denmark were finally separated. Norway also for a time was separated from Denmark; in 1066 the great adventurer Harald Hardrada, who was of the kin of old King Olaf, had succeeded in winning the crown of Norway for himself. But he fell at the battle of Stamford Bridge, having- thought fit to invade England, and the crown of Norway as well as of Denmark was secured by Canute's nephew, Sweyn Estrithsen.
On the death of the sons of Canute the English summoned to the throne.Edward the Confessor, son of Ethelred the Redeless, who had hitherto lived in Normandy. On Edward's death, in 1066, the English Witan passed over the boy, Edgar the Atheling, Edward's great-nephew, who was the only male representative of the house of Wessex, and elected as their king the great earl, Harold, who had for some time been the effective governor of the country. But William, Duke of Normandy, founding his claim on promises made or said to have been, made by Edward and Harold, invaded England to take possession of the crown. Harold was slain and his forces routed at the battle of Senlac, or Hastings, and on Christmas Day William the Norman was crowned King of England. A series of revolts in the west and north were ruthlessly crushed in the course of the next six years, and when Archdeacon Hildebrand became Gregory VII. tlifc :Noraan conquest of England was a completed fact.                           -